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Introduction


Mariposa County Probation has been provided with a financial grant to provide viable and proven programs that encourage teenagers to stop or decrease alcohol, tobacco, and drug use. The programs are incorporated in the A.D.A.P.T. program.

In meeting our first designated strategy outlined in the grant, we will identify at-risk youth prior to contact with authorities in law enforcement. It necessitates that we utilize organized groups of youth from our county school district, private schools, or interested youth in the community. These youth will be identified by the teachers, private and public school officials, and parents. Some may be referred on a voluntary basis when the youth sign up themselves.


Secondly, we will meet the requirement of youth who have begun using tobacco, drugs, and alcohol on a regular, recreational, or abusive level. These youth may be identified by their introduction in the legal system and probation. Referrals may come from law enforcement, probation officers, or others.

Thirdly, we may acquire youth referred from behavioral health department, CPS, counselors. These youth will be evaluated for the proper program available to meet their needs.

Referral Procedures


Referral Considerations:  The ADAPT team will determine which teens will best benefit for each particular program.



TND Program: 




*Minors currently on informal or formal probation for a drug or alcohol related offense.




*Minors referred as a diversion to formal prosecution.




*Minors referred by school officials, counselors, and parents as beneficial recipients of this program due to a more intense association with alcohol, drugs, or tobacco use.



Class Action Program:



*Minors exhibiting at-risk behaviors but have not been arrested or convicted for drug or alcohol related offenses.




*Minors referred by law enforcement in lieu of arrest for being at a party where under-age drinking is present.




*Minors who have been submitted for consideration by school officials, counselors, community leaders, parents or others, as possible candidates. 

Voluntary Referrals:  Teens may personally request to participate in this helpful program. The probation office will take intake information and assess each teenager’s personal information to ascertain which program will best suit their needs. The Senior Alcohol and Drug Specialist will set up an individual appointment. It will necessitate an original “consent to exchange information” and referral forms. 

Pre-Law/ Criminal Referrals: Private and Public Schools may refer students personally; or may set up teaching scenarios at the school site for youth who will benefit from the program and are consistent with the intent of the grant. According to the local research results; most teenagers are either participating in tobacco, drug and alcohol use; or they are associated with friends who are involved with drug use. These criteria alone would allow participation of most youth. Community citizens may desire to recommend those that may be at risk. They may call the probation office to set up an appointment with the teenager and parent(s). It will necessitate an original “consent to exchange information” and referral forms. 

Post-Law and Criminal Referrals:  Local law enforcement officers, Probation Officers, and court may order those deemed as suitable for the programs by probation referral notices. These notices will be reviewed by the Senior Alcohol and Drug Specialist at probation and approved by Chief Probation Officer. It will necessitate an original “consent to exchange information” and referral forms.
Parenting Classes


Volunteer Classes (non-probationary mandated):  Parenting classes are outlined in the grant as an integral part of the family system of change and designed to coincide with the teen’s program. It will be provided as a volunteer participation on the part of non-mandated, teen’s parents. Weekly classes are available at the Mariposa County High School on Tuesday nights at 6:30 pm, room 61 for two hour classes. These classes will last six weeks. An alternative course that is designed for our particular classes (TND and Class Action) will be available, as scheduled, to coincide with the teen’s classes. 

Mandated, compulsory classes:  Will be scheduled to coincide with the class schedule of the teens. During assessment, the parents/guardians will be informed of their obligation to participate to ensure greater success for their child. It is essential that the parent/guardian know their part in teaching children boundaries and responsibility for their choices. It is designed to enhance the parenting process and education of their children.
COMMUNITY PREVENTION STRATEGY 

Town Hall Meeting:  Mariposa County will meet with the county’s first town hall meeting. This meeting will utilize resources from many of the community leaders and professionals. It will be our attempt to introduce these leaders to the two programs provided by the state grant. An oral presentation has been allotted by the promoters.


School Board and Superintendent Meetings:  It has been arranged to have a meeting with the county school board. The board is examining the feasibility of classes on campus after school hours.


Individual Meetings with Principals:  Meetings with the principals of the various high schools in the community have been arranged. We are attempting to collaborate classes on campus with students.  Director of Student Services has allowed us three days a week to teach one of the programs for his students. It is hopeful that long-term class arrangements may be made soon.


Individual Community Councils, Commissions, and Boards: Currently representatives from respective community boards and councils have viewed the programs in progress. It has enhanced their ability to explain and promote the programs.
Disproportionate Minority Contact Training

Disproportionate Minority Confinement (DMC): Manual has been researched and reviewed. Currently the state has been contacted to ascertain the focus of the program and its non-applicable portions to our community.  Low minority population has made the program, in its current focus, not applicable to this community scenario.
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