Taron is an eighteen year-old male currently in residential care.  He came to the Solano County Probation Department's attention in 2006 at fifteen years-old for a sexual related offense.  Since then, he has shown an immense level of motivation and desire to make the changes necessary in his life toward a successful future.  In fact, Taron will be graduating from his current placement and high school on June 5, 2009, at which time he is expected to attend Cal State Fullerton with all expenses paid. 
Taron was adjudicated a Ward of the Court and placed in a residential facility for juvenile sex offenders.  Taron’s supervisors addressed his offense with appropriate treatment in a highly structured environment to provide community safety. 

Growing up, Taron experienced several hardships as a result of his family background; he never met his biological father, and his mother has been in and out of the home due to incarceration for drug related issues.  Trusting individuals outside of his family was a huge struggle for Taron.
In spite of his upbringing, he is now characterized as “charming” and has “an easy going personality” which makes it easy for him to build positive relationships with peers and adults.  Taron has done an amazing job in placement and has applied the skills learned to prepare him for independent living.  

Taron’s primary objective was to return to Solano County with no other specific goals in mind.  Despite personal knowledge of his academic intelligence, Taron had no interest in furthering his education beyond high school.  Taron’s ability to swiftly excel in all areas of his placement, including academics, resulted in a plan by all of the supportive adults working with him to influence his involvement in a college course.  Taron shared his interest in an acting career; therefore, he was enrolled in the Theories and Techniques of Acting class at the community college.  The experience proved to be successful, as Taron gradually began to show interest in furthering his education.  
Recently, Taron was selected as a recipient of the Guardian Scholars Program at California State University Fullerton.  The Guardian Scholars Program will compensate all education, living, and transportation expenses while he is attending Cal State Fullerton.  He begins his journey this summer and despite the inability to solidify consistent family involvement throughout his placement, Taron has stayed focused and committed to his self-worth.  He continues to mature and displays an elevated level of confidence. 

In addition to juvenile probation success stories, we would love to hear stories of adult probation successes. We are hopeful that pushing out such stories will bring California lawmakers closer to providing adult probation programs with adequate funding. Please submit all success stories from your county to Randle Communications by emailing Megan Range at mrange@randlecommunications.com or calling 916-448-5802.
