Vansouk Lianemany
According to Vansouk Lianemany, before he came in contact with Probation, he led a “reckless life.”  Growing up in Richmond, California, Vansouk felt that he either had to fight for respect or get stepped on throughout his life.  Those were his choices.  He became involved in a gang that started with ten close friends who stood by one another, day and night.  As the years progressed, he got into fights, began stealing and committed several other crimes that landed him in the juvenile court system.

Vansouk was assigned a probation officer who “showed him the light.”  Even though he gave up on himself, his probation officer never did.  His probation officer introduced him to resources that would later help him succeed, including after school programs, counseling, and new friends that were outside his normal social circle.  The counselors assigned to Vansouk were persistent in their visits, even though he didn’t want them.  They encouraged him to get his GED at Byron Boot Camp and have kept in touch with him to date.  

Because of the persistence of a faithful probation officer and numerous counselors, Vansouk is now a graduate of Golden Gate University and is working as a Senior QA Engineer at a technology company.  He remains engaged in community projects sharing his life story with teenagers in underserved communities and encouraging them to overcome obstacles, and be successful in life.  
This is just one of countless success stories that are a direct result of probation’s ability to change lives for troubled youth in California and we would love to hear them all! Please submit success stories from your county to Randle Communications by emailing Megan Range at mrange@randlecommunications.com or calling 916-448-5802.
