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PRESS RELEASE

Assistant Chief Probation Officer of the Napa County Probation Department Receives Statewide Recognition

Napa, Calif. – December 4, 2025 – Craig Burch, Assistant Chief Probation Officer for the Napa County Probation Department, has been recognized at the 2025 Annual Chief Probation Officers of California (CPOC) Statewide Awards Ceremony as the Bay Region Employee of the Year, an honor celebrating exceptional leadership, innovation, and dedication to making communities safer and helping those in the justice system transform their lives. 

“Assistant Chief Burch’s leadership has transformed our operations and strengthened our impact across the community,” said Amanda Gibbs, Chief Probation Officer of Napa County. “His commitment to innovation and staff support makes him a standout leader and well deserving of this recognition and award.”

Burch has played a central role in the development of Skyline Academy, Napa County’s rehabilitative camp-style program within Juvenile Hall. Under his guidance, Skyline has grown into a model focused on individualized therapeutic programming, vocational training, educational support, and life-skills development, offering youth meaningful opportunities for growth and change.

He has also enhanced community safety by securing and implementing key grants, including the Mobile Supervision Grant and the Office of Traffic Safety DUI Grant, which expanded field operations, strengthened DUI interventions, and introduced instant alcohol testing technology to improve response times and accountability.

“Assistant Chief Burch’s dedication to equity, innovation, and community partnership exemplifies the spirit of this award,” said Steve Jackson, CPOC President and Chief Probation Officer of San Joaquin County. “His leadership continues to elevate the work of probation throughout California.”

CPOC proudly recognizes Craig Burch for his outstanding service, forward-thinking leadership, and significant contributions to the field of probation.

The Chief Probation Officers of California (CPOC) is an association of all 58 counties with a shared identity as law enforcement leaders. CPOC is committed to a research-based approach to public safety that promotes positive behavior change. Their leadership guides policy and practice in prevention, community-based corrections, secure detention for youth, and direct human services. CPOC aims to prevent crime and delinquency, reduce recidivism, restore victims, and promote healthy families and communities.

For more information about CPOC, please go to www.cpoc.org. 

Media Contact: Laura Dixon laura@cpoc.org 510-384-3020
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