Butte County Probation/Boys and Girls Club

Minor Adjustments Program and Targeted Re-Entry Program

The Minor Adjustments Program (MAP) began July 1, 2005. The Program is an intensive, collaborative project coordinated by the Butte County Probation Department, funded in part by the Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act. This in / out of custody program is designed to help specified youthful offenders and their families regain or enhance stability, while also holding minors accountable for their past and present behaviors. The program has four primary components/target areas: Probation (Accountability), Education, Therapeutic/Psychological, and Youth Development.

The wrap-around program is used primarily as an alternative to out-of-home placement.  It addresses the problems associated with minors who habitual run from placement. Each minor is assessed when entering the program and continues to be assessed while in the program to help predict success. The program also targets family dynamics and dysfunction that contribute to on-going delinquent behavior. It is mandatory that parents and siblings participate at various stages and agree to the assessment and services provided.

The Boys and Girls Club began in the Hall in September of 2007 and since that time over 300 minors have become club members. In 2009 the Juvenile Hall Club had an average of up to 23 minors per day. Of the participating families, 74% of the minor’s remain crime free, and 60% have had no additional contact with law enforcement.

The program consists of a 180 day juvenile hall commitment, ordered by the Court. Based on an assessment, minors are eligible to participate in activities held by the Boys and Girls Club in the Hall. During the first half of the program, a minor and his/her family are thoroughly assessed in the four basic areas. Conditional temporary releases for the juvenile are provided during the second half of the program, allowing them to continue their interaction with a local Boys and Girls Club outside the Butte County Juvenile Hall. This also allows Boys and Girls Club staff to maintain their program re-entry strategies as provided in the minor’s case plan. Temporary releases may be revoked by the Probation Officer at any time for the purpose of accountability, further assessment or additional treatment. Minors upon release from the Juvenile Hall have the advantage of transitioning/attending one of three Boys and Girls Clubs throughout the County.  A Boys and Girls Club within the Juvenile Hall has been a natural fit for us collaborating with community services.

Minors released from Butte County Juvenile Hall that continue in the Targeted Re-entry Program are assigned a Boys and Girls Club case manager. This case manager continues to track the minor’s progress for up to one year.  

The program is  supported by a number of community agencies such as the Private Industry Council, schools, private and non profit businesses, civic organizations, and clergy to name a few.

On October 15th at the Oroville Boys and Girls Club’s annual recognition banquet, a Targeted Re-entry Program youth was awarded the honor of “Youth of the Year”. This recognition is not easily obtained, and yet the young man who received it was chosen from among numerous minors attending the Boys and Girls Club in the city of Oroville. He had graduated from the program in Butte County Juvenile Hall, and obtained employment where he continued to help provide for his mother and two siblings. In the fall the minor will begin attending a local community college.  
