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CPOC 2026 Policy and Budget Priorities

Addressing Serious and Violent Juvenile Offenses Impacting Community Safety

Holds youth who use guns accountable by removing diversion and DEJ
eligibility for juveniles committing crimes with guns

Closing Juvenile = Diversion and Deferred Entry of Judgement (DEJ) programs are

Gun Crime Loophole intended for first-time nonviolent felony offenses, yet there are a
multitude of dangerous offenses that are eligible including firearms

AB 2936 offenses like carrying a loaded gun.

(Pacheco) = Firearms offenses represent significant dangers to communities and

Co-Sponsor CA Police must be addressed via court dispositions that balance risk to the

Chiefs community and rehabilitation of the juvenile.

Restores the standard for transferring violent juveniles to adult court

to match the standard when Prop 57 was passed
Restoring the Will of w p 57 was p

Voters Regarding » Previously the standard for a court to transfer a youth case to adult
Evidentiary Standard court on serious and violent felony cases was by a preponderance of
for Transfers to evidence, which was the standard when voters passed Prop 57.
Adult Court = Subsequent legislation raised that standard to clear and convincing

evidence which makes transferring the most serious and violent
AB 2040 youth to adult court nearly impossible which undermines what
(Macedo) voters approved in Prop 57.

Fixing the Gaps Left by DJJ Realignment

Requires sex offenders leaving a secure treatment facility to register
with the state sex offender registry.

Restoring Juvenile - Prior to DJJ realignment (SB 823) youth with serious sex offense
Sex Offense adjudications were required to register upon release.
Oversight = This proposal closes the loophole created by DJJ realignment to

enhance public safety and restore consistency.

Requires counties to develop an MOU process to notify victims
regarding dispositional changes in a juvenile case.

« DJJrealignment not only removed the state option to send serious

Ensuring Victim cases to state facilities, it added additional court hearings impacting
Notification in changes in their detention when youth or young adults are
Juvenile Cases committed to Secure Youth Treatment Facilities (SYTFs).

= This proposal codifies clear requirements for victim notification in
juvenile cases and directs each county to develop an MOU outlining
roles, responsibilities, and procedures, making sure victims are
informed, respected, and included throughout the process.
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Bringing Back
Mental Health Beds
for Justice-Involved
Youth in Crisis

SB 1157
(Archuleta)

Restores the path for referrals for crisis mental health beds at DSH for
juveniles.

» Before DJJ realignment, the state could refer young adults with acute
behavioral or mental health needs to the Department of State
Hospitals (DSH) for specialized care. That pathway disappeared
under SB 823.

= Counties are currently without access to the same level of
treatment beds for the state’s most high-needs and high-risk youth
who desperately need intensive services.

= This proposal simply restores the authority for counties to access
those beds when medically necessary.

Less Restrictive
Programs:
Protecting against
Fiscal Abuses for
Step-Downs

SB 1157
(Archuleta)

Establishes a rate structure for Less Restrictive Programs in the
community when ordered by the court as part of a young adult’s
detention term.

» Less Restrictive Programs (LRPs) are a new status built into DJJ
realignment as a step-down option for the court to order for young
adults deemed to have made substantial progress on their
rehabilitation plan.

= However, while courts can order these placements, there is no rate
structure or statewide framework governing safety, service quality,
or program expectations, especially for nongovernmental providers
of these programs. Similar to other private entities taking on
vulnerable populations, there needs to be rates set to protect youth
and counties from potential fiscal abuse.

Smart Investments in Safety: Cost-Effective Public Safety and Court Services

Restore Pretrial
Funding to Protect
Safety and Access
(Budget Priority)

Improves court efficiencies and safety determinations on pretrial by
restoring funding for the statewide pretrial program operated by
probation.

» The statewide pretrial program was created to implement In re
Humphrey and help courts make fair release decisions that support
returns to court.

» The 2025-26 state budget reduced the statewide funding for this
program by $20 million ongoing.

= Courts are increasingly relying on pretrial programs, and Prop 36
and diversion efforts are adding even more demand to an already
overstretched program.

» This proposal restores the $20 million ongoing reduction beginning
in 2026-27 to sustain an effective pretrial system that protects
safety and reduces unnecessary jail stays.
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Proposition 36:
Funding the Link
Between
Treatment and
Accountability
(Budget Priority)

Supports the implementation of Proposition 36 by funding probation’s
role in connecting people to treatment while coordinating services
and accountability to court orders.

» To successfully implement Proposition 36, probation needs
resources to support courts from arrest through sanctions and
treatment.

« Without this investment, courts and probation are impeded in their
ability to assess needs, identify treatment options, or supervise
expanding caseloads.

« County probation departments require $17 million ongoing to
support courts and treatment assessments and $29.2 million
ongoing to oversee accountability and supervision.

= This funding fulfills the voter-approved intent of Prop 36, pairing
treatment with accountability to improve outcomes and public
safety.

Strengthening Supervisio

n, Safety and Reentry

Streamlining
Reentry for Safer
Communities

Enhances and streamlines coordinated and safe reentry to align with
CalAIM and improve state to local data sharing.

= CalAIM has expanded local responsibility for coordinating health,
behavioral-health, and housing services.

» Probation plays a critical role in connecting people leaving prison to
care, treatment, and supervision but often lacks timely, consistent

AB 1737 state data.

(Lackey) » This proposal ensures alignment with CalAIM processes and
streamlines data sharing between the state and counties so
probation can link individuals to services, reduce recidivism, and
strengthen community safety.

Adds exceptions to the length of probation terms for specified
offenses.

Extending « AB 1950 (2020) limited probation terms to a maximum of one year

Probation Terms for misdemeanors and two for felonies, regardless of offense

for Specified complexity, safety considerations or rehabilitation needs.

Offenses » While some serious offenses were exempted, many cases no longer
allow enough supervision time for meaningful treatment,

AB 1816 accountability, or safety.

(Davies) - This proposal restores the ability to impose longer terms for

specified misdemeanor and felony offenses, so courts can align
supervision with rehabilitation needs.
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Recruitment & Retention of Probation Officers

Statewide Probation
Workforce
Recruitment and
Retention Efforts
(Budget Priority)

Supports efforts to address probation workforce shortages and
strengthen community safety.

= Probation departments face critical staffing shortages that threaten
core supervision, treatment, and reentry functions.

= Similar to successful health-workforce programs, dedicated
supports for probation workforce recruitment and retention is
needed.

= This proposal funds continuing education, loan forgiveness,
recruitment and transfer bonuses, and professional development to
build and sustain a strong, skilled probation workforce.

Streamlining Probation Processes for Safer, Smarter Supervision

Restoring
Authority to Use
Non-Roster
Firearms

AB 1615
(Nguyen)
Co-Sponsor
SCOPO

Clarifies a probation officer’s authority for the use of non-roster
firearms in carrying out their peace officer duties.

» An unintended statutory change created ambiguity around
probation peace officers’ ability to use non-roster firearms under
Penal Code 32000.

» This proposal restores clear statutory authority consistent with
other law enforcement agencies.

= Providing this clarity ensures safe, consistent, and coordinated
emergency response across jurisdictions.

Extending the
Domestic Violence
Intervention Pilot

AB 1549

(Krell)

Co-Sponsor CSAC
and CDAA

Extends the pilot program that uses evidence-based domestic
violence interventions.

 AB372is a pilot program currently operating in Napa, San Luis
Obispo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Santa Barbara, and Yolo Counties
using evidence-based alternatives for batterer intervention.

» The program is set to sunset in July 2026 despite positive outcomes
and strong local participation.

» This proposal extends the pilot’s sunset date to maintain services,
measure outcomes, and continue reducing domestic-violence
recidivism through proven, research-based models.
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