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PRESS RELEASE 

Napa County’s Kerrie Guerrero Honored with the 2025 Joseph Frontella Award for Distinguished Service in Juvenile Institutions

Napa County, Calif. – December 4, 2025 – Kerrie Guerrero, Program Services Manager for the Napa County Probation Department, has been honored at the 2025 Annual Chief Probation Officers of California (CPOC) Statewide Awards Ceremony with the prestigious Joseph Frontella Award for Distinguished Service in Institutions. Named in honor of retired Chief Probation Officer Joseph Frontella, the award recognizes exceptional leadership, compassion, and dedication in juvenile justice.

“Kerrie’s leadership reflects the highest ideals of this award - integrity, compassion, and a commitment to creating meaningful opportunities for youth,” said Amanda Gibbs, Chief Probation Officer of Napa County. “Her work has transformed juvenile programming in Napa County and strengthened our entire community.”

In response to the reforms of Senate Bill 823, Kerrie played a central role in developing Skyline Academy, Napa County’s local, rehabilitative alternative to secure state facilities. Drawing on her unique career path, from a Juvenile Hall Counselor to Senior Probation Officer, she helped design Skyline Academy from the ground up, blending institutional structure with reentry-focused supports to keep youth connected to their families and community.

Under her guidance, Skyline Academy integrates vocational education, cognitive-behavioral programming, family therapy, life-skills training, and pro-social activities in a therapeutic, youth-centered environment. Kerrie built strong partnerships across probation, behavioral health, education, and community organizations to ensure the program offers comprehensive wraparound care. Her leadership helped establish a rehabilitative setting that emphasizes dignity, growth, and individual potential all enhancing the safety of youth and the community.

Kerrie is also recognized for her impact on staff development and culture. She championed restorative and trauma-informed practices, expanded training opportunities, and empowered staff through collaborative communication and inclusive leadership. Her ability to guide change with transparency and compassion has strengthened morale, improved practice, and helped ensure the success of the program.

“Kerrie’s vision and steady leadership embody the spirit of Joseph Frontella and the great work our probation professionals from across California do with youth in the justice system,” said Chief Steve Jackson, CPOC President. “Skyline Academy stands as a testament to her belief in rehabilitation and creating safer communities through the power of opportunity.”

CPOC proudly recognizes Kerrie Guerrero for her exceptional service and her lasting contributions to youth, families, and the field of juvenile justice.

The Chief Probation Officers of California (CPOC) is an association of all 58 counties with a shared identity as law enforcement leaders. CPOC is committed to a research-based approach to public safety that promotes positive behavior change. Their leadership guides policy and practice in prevention, community-based corrections, secure detention for youth, and direct human services. CPOC aims to prevent crime and delinquency, reduce recidivism, restore victims, and promote healthy families and communities.

For more information about CPOC, please go to www.cpoc.org. 

Media Contact: Laura Dixon laura@cpoc.org 510-384-3020
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