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RISING SCHOLARS

A network of California Community Colleges committed to 
serving students who have experienced the criminal legal system

Colleges serving these students proudly form the Rising Scholars 
Network

THE RISING SCHOLARS NETWORK

80 OF THE 116 COLLEGES 
PARTICIPATE
By offering programs for incarcerated 
and formerly incarcerated students

SERVING 16,000+ STUDENTS PER SEMESTER
In prisons, jails, juvenile 
facilities, and on-campus

RUN BY 500+ PRACTITIONERS
College faculty, staff, and 
administrators

STUDENT-CENTERED GROWTH

2014 2023



DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

www.RisingScholarsNetwork.org

Meeting students where they are



ON-CAMPUS COUNTY JAILS

STATE PRISONS
23

FEDERAL PRISONS
6

YOUTH FACILITIES
25+

73 28

RISING SCHOLARS STATEWIDE

$15 MILLION ON-GOING

Makes CA the first state 
to dedicate higher ed 
dollars to JJ impacted 

youth

YOUTH JUSTICE INITIATIVE TIMELINE

JULY 2023
Grantees made official

APRIL 2023
RFA released for colleges to complete

FALL 2023 - SPRING 2024
College programs begin

FALL 2023
Funds awarded



$15 MILLION

UP TO 45 COLLEGE PROGRAMS
That support juvenile justice 
impacted youth 

COURSES IN DETENTION
Through dual, concurrent, and 
traditional enrollment

TRANSITIONS SUPPORT
For students transitioning from 
detainment to campus or to an 
adult correctional facility

PROMOTE NEW MODELS
Alternative sentencing, early 
release, and step down 
programs

BUILD COMMUNITY
First initiative of its kind in the 
nation; needs a strong 
community of practice

COLLECT STUDENT-CENTERED DATA
Five-year research study 
conducted to measure 
successes and gaps

A juvenile justice-impacted 
youth is any youth who has 
been arrested, detained, or 
referred to probation

DEFINITION

● That is offering UC and CSU 
transferable courses and 
comprehensive student support 
programming;

● Provided by a California Community 
College through instruction; and

● Offered both on campus at a 
community college and in local 
juvenile detention facilities.

To assist students with the transition to on-
campus higher education, including: 
● Wraparound student support services 

that address basic needs such as books 
and supplies, tuition, fees, stipends, 
housing, food, and transportation

● Educational transition plans for 
students, outlining their multi-year 
framework from high school through 
college completion.

CORE COMPONENTS

COLLEGE PROGRAMMING COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT



YOUTH JUSTICE PROGRAMS WILL

FOCUS ON RETENTION AND COMPLETION
Access to multiple pathways with a focus on 
reaching degree or certificate completion

PROVIDE ACCESS TO DUAL ENROLLMENT
To make historically disjointed educational 
experiences more cohesive

RUN HIGH-TOUCH PROGRAMS
With regular in-person contact with students, 
peer-to-peer support, and goal accountability

OFFER COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORTS 
Including tutoring, dedicated space on-
campus, workshops, free technology, basic 
needs, etc.

With Probation, the 
County Office of 
Education, and more

THESE PROGRAMS REQUIRE 
COLLABORATION

We need to work together to make this 
program work!

FUNDED PROGRAMS

STAFF THE PROGRAM
With a full-time lead, and 
dedicate hours of a counselor 
and retention specialist

DEDICATE SPACE ON-CAMPUS 
That is large enough for students 
to meet and exclusive to Rising 
Scholars students  

OFFER CLASSES IN DETENTION
With one course per semester, 
at a minimum, offered face to 
face

OFFER DUAL ENROLLMENT
To juvenile justice impacted 
youth who have not yet 
completed high school

OFFER TRANSFERABLE COURSES
To detained students that build 
pathways to four year 
universities

PROVIDE SUPPORT SERVICES
To students based on local 
need. Can be for books, 
supplies, fees, etc.

Will…



FUNDED PROGRAMS

BUILD PARTNERSHIPS
With the COE and Probation, 
and are encouraged to partner 
with local high schools and 
CBOs 
OFFER TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT
To support students as they move 
locations (from detainment to 
campus, from alt. School to campus, 
etc)
FOCUS ON RETENTION
Through coordinated support 
with various college 
departments (A&R, financial 
aid, counseling, tutoring 
centers, etc.) 

CONDUCT OUTREACH
To prospective students at 
facilities and in the community

Will…

THANK YOU

Kellie Nadler
KNadler@cccco.edu


